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Author Leslie Thomas reveals an emotiona

Farewell,

111y

og00d

friend

Furlong ...

YOU MAY not
have heard, but
the greatest dog
in the world is
dead.

He wag mine;
L Purlong. a bhassels
ound of loliy oye=
brows and low gpronle, stusbaro,
faving, fuonoy, indalemf aod
= here. Theme sociis (0 Bb 50
much fmege room ko this house
Ldny.

Ming yekis g0, when [ OBret 2w
him, be was ssimeming lke a log
in the Berizhire Thames, [0 was
ie caly energetlz thing 1 ewr
witpzased Blns o He was already
a year old, the back-marker of ihe
litees. eown, black mod wikite with
o poih Dasme, Thamamead Peglass.
ths missiomer of 1w cendury. :

I took him home aed, with difs
fleuliy, stood him up In ihe
maEtan At _onre e descensdad o
:I'DI::I:. et eyeabe] up. He lat kel
i a crashid bomber. I knew 1
wag i Jave.

Furlongz was a ©oniry GO
faEifldar with farmaards, & denb
ren of dungheaps. I wee bl DOW,
pnhiing aidone deodslion clocks
and (hEistbes, his tail peotroding
from & cofnneld, of [umawing in
January BRGW, 4 painiel eaperienos
far ang af swch ahallow conalue-
fim, (Hia brother Humphrey wad
Al the British Emhgssy In Mosoow
where, o o meember of the siall
coer tod me he spenl. ooy ex-

CIUtiafinE wWanleray,

Wonderzul

REy dog. from & e ol BUNSETs,
Wal =0 pedesirian yocal thak
he never cagpht anvihi
slosg meouse =hich ne i
trod upen with ons of hiz molle
mws. Weo have (%o ollier Cogs
gbermnan zod o hairy dackeaund,
batk chasess, Bl roinnd rabbts
by the dosen aibbied e3ch evening
an our lawn, coafident of the
eariy-warning of Fisrlong's eying.
'The mbblls =il mizs him oo

Few peopie apnraved ol Furiang:
ererybady loved him, alithsugh
mois fabled tg Tealise it At tho
time. Thoee mig-Eleed ears, thosa
shocked nod sorrowful eves, that
body ke = howilmer Decanin
Enown whierever thase freckled and
padded paws took him

Oeear, the goehe, kas last mal
only & budidy but & bed, lor EVET)
plght ke akept agains:  Purloag's
barrel chest. quietly ppawing
thnough the bRssel's collir like ene
prbsosier helpdor ansther Lo pacips.

Juke, the doberman, i purzied.

I ETE——— =

@I went into
my greenhouse
and cried
my eyes out
among the
tomatoes®

SR e e o - TEEET

kan gooe for 0os of b
TS Tl
Parlotg wis wondes

at sleep-

Ing. Decp, de=p. woiuld Eo
descending into volagile drgms of
belag & greas huniss,

Ealag MHkos pisions, siranghes
toming fram s Thraad
times he would thadder ®tth
soooed. He could slsen anwvwlasre,

the bRtk of a van
=arpols asd awcke 30 o

He would alss eal any
the wmapping. He oonee
o5 & picnle, devouring
SuEar and sandwiche
DWHOETE Wirn picking
adding a final It
his =z nzningt thelr teapot. He

gl the sime LFealioeisl

e i o prasheha
thapeght 5t was fu
blxme Inoem ts molkery nnd the
serg bools of an ol men who
sat wetching ilye wogld freen the
Innocenoe of o park beoch,

When I was the sunject of This
Is Your Lile ey dog — my best
l:'lrnli—n,ppr-:u':rd aly an flm
although he was preicnt dn the
stidla, They sald they feared he
mizht be Indlsereet en someihing
eléctrle Afel fdse U pOOETLoums
nof o mention himeelf, Later the
prodisoer admiited that he Was
exrluded because they thought he
might steal the ahow, MIght ¥

A beorn Blunsderer, Furleng was a
Japniline Dgure &t the vets, He hnd
besn REsaqlied by harnecs, Ricked
by a denkey (whowe Infant he
l.]?u.wr.l.'lr misiopg dor somes sori
af dogr bitten by both an ndder
and m pony © this Iafter Indignily
being mecorded by o televisiea
ffew Who were BAEEE & Nin &L
my home, Horse and dog were sup-

How ¢to know how

EXDTIC new eciries fade the
T30 sfudenils wha will _enrol
this aufemn fer fhe Imner Lope
dan Edwcitien Autliorityy even-
ing elzsses. |

Ambng the 17,98 lages In-
eluded by Lhe T6E swb]ecl hekdings,
night tlase deveirss will pow be
able o sign wop 15r 4 SSdirdd OR
ecclogy and (ha pardemer, Whei-
mamese, woman's llkerziion and
health, or gme gimply eniilied, Tor
B DOFSTAFY &Ml

Dressmaking =2fd  ehildren'y
clathet. drawing and paipting
romalin the moit pepslor subjcts
liated In Floodisghl, ILEA s BG3IFSE

guide, on sale fer 300 fram foday.

But tkere will alto be heavy
desmand Tar the courses covering
21 pamies and spscis, 26 lorelgn
lzmprages, 27 crafls and 15 agpects
of &rl and zreqitecture.

Penrsloners, reclaglenis ol supples
mefiary berghl and =of deal
stindenty can atieénd any number
of eixgges 1or E£1 § year-

Dut the baziz e fzr Langdonzrs,
for 5 twcrhour-a-wees odiirag SVED
thres meeptha i £1L wilh 2R
prira E& for every additional
subject.

CHRISTOPHER ROWLANDS

.-jj[ L &,%L_""] ‘-ll g

pased Lo B BATIOE & coigheom-
froctation when EHE pody ;ﬂ'ltﬂ
lta teeth in Furlong's ear. |

Once a veleripary sarpeop fold
e that my dog was o bl chal be
ought to be !gt down. A5 wotld
ahaitered, 1 pleaded, ans pof soime
lnst-chaes pllks. Farob: mede a
startling recovery. Jﬂ.‘--'-l"_ll'hl TR-
tursed fo Lhe suTEeEy onl: fnd
fial the veb had died

At home, bereft and o s,
we've Besn talling sbeu: in-
transbpeios, hils ldleness, Lig many
wanderings, his abject ek of
flnesse, Bometloes wien wg bave
had a dinner party he- o gidied
Inta the room abd bercgihl tha
cower of table and talk s with
silent system, let 0F nelnzs of wing.
Horrifled, w0 wotid wegh oar
guesis face cach othes +ih slow,
safcnished. opspokefi, a-oaation

BN 'Ehlw-!.ﬂdl--... g g

¢ the afterdifificr eabaTe
whish he readily enjoyed. FIXIQE
e whileSisled AWSE 3f each
eosrrr 1 womld BT Rim 1o 5 efesich
and pommafd @ Ga, AL Dag !
Kl " He would collaj - with &
greal, bored sSgh. EHe copkl also
pesform & foed grin, all [ngs and
giomd, and, with some hidp {rom
me amd his wrap-around pars, do
credible bopersonatisns 1 g bank
relaber. 4 Blind man, an:d = char-
lady in & headsssrl, slihogehn ped-
sonally I thought hid g -adon of
& Dowaper duzhess by [a- e Best,

A American fEm prodder onoe
spenl oo week-end af Ny Leme. We
never sonsd o cotlrecl Bl e
rafg later to ask I the Jog was
avallahle

Furlpop made pésple Lsugh, AL
hiz Chearge Hobey eyehraws, s
crueen Anmne legs, his ind) while-
tipped, Hiks & candls, hiaexpreds
siony ranging Trom clowabast o
logubrious. Village chlldrefl would
trall him mirthiclly watching Lis
unaerenrt swing ke the bells of
Moire Dame, He ddd nof mifd.
Whin they weren't koking e ate
Eheir hars Bars,

Triumph

Undoabledly he sas wagng old
and clzmiy, Ooe &y night last
winter 1 ealbed himy froen Bl 12ts
irlp fo the garden. The laniern
oves shone 10 the dark, Then, sleps
mping  forgetimlly dorwand. he

enped Inbto our ormamenial pool

n:nu;;s:l he swom, shivering.
EEneath & Tt that psrpa mway
the BErsns, and in the ¢nd I had
o wade In after him,

I shall misx him 18 the evenings
when he clambered icto i h-l.'l
while I sai In m¥ armmchalr, all
flfty Boppy pounds of him {e=ome
workmen welghsd and measarcd
him during thelr laocli-boar. 80
I koowd, Mis smmashed ad [ece
aoqlld claks om omine, thass huang,
rid, ares would gazo and glaze.
Thnt's & pleature 1 shall oW have
Lo Torga.

Viears ape, on holidny Lo Deven,
1 entered him for hie anly show.
It was a family dog sghow REd he
won =0 posgiies, one BY begt
sporting breed done jisdge releiTed
Lo Kl &8 0 beazled and ong (eRely)
nd Lhé prisd tall waEser. 18 was In
n ieadow by & river nod aficr his
trfumpl he paddaied in 18 Wi,
These &re times whes I aldnk tl=l'-'l||
wns the Bapoiest dav ol @ov Ole

Hiz tall won'lt wag agmE. He
dbed nfter mn operation End we
boought L hEoe io o shockisg

Lenlle Thomas ol Feriong ; The end of a Tusé sfor.

il thoiughki 30 pink piagth: bag
which the velerlnary safgery poo-
vided. We buricd him o e
Earaen beside a camelia which hag
thrived despite, or perhiaps becass
of, his aitentions over A long
period, Alferwards I wenl into my
ETeenbouse and erisd my eyl oGk

amotg [he lomalosd

Last oight T lay thinking absuk
kign. Curlomsly, a tennis ball was
being pisshed aboit bF the wind
on eiir terrace, I hearnd it bopooe
dowt the stone slepa. 1 knhew It
was not Purlong's chaosl gut there.
He fever chased m ball, or mny-
thing in hiz §Hfe. He was under
the eamelis. Sleeping. . . - .

——

be i harted
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and unexpected side to his character

KODACOLOR INFILM
with superb definition,
ASA 00/ 21 DN,

400 FILM

ASA 20027 DI,

High quality, all purpose flm
for beaztifal colour prints

RKODAK EKTACHROME'

Superh lxst film for colous
elides. 1deal for low-light
conditions and Fast action shols,

ep it

Kegod ,

ith

out of your 35mm
camera depends on
what you putinto it.

ODACHIOME" FILA
World's most faous colour
slicle film. Excellent colourand
sharpiiess. ASA 54/19 DIN
pr ASA 2515 DN,

HODACOLOR 400 FILM
New, fast film for colour prints,
Ideal for low-light conditions
and capturing movement.

- ASA 00,27 DIN.
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